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Special Guests:

Xia Yang Vang

Choua Thao

Dr. Dia Cha

MN Senator, Mee Moua

Mao Vang Lee



CONFERENCE BENEFITS

By attending this conference you will have the opportunity to learn, share, and network in a rich cross-cultural environment.  Innovative survival strategies learned across generations, as well as the latest scholarly research, will be presented. The conference focuses on historical/political transformations that significantly changed Hmong peoples’ lives, representations of Hmong Americans, changing leadership roles, entrepreneurship, higher education as well as many innovative workshops.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
The conference is designed to highlight Hmong women’s contributions prior to migration to the west, opportunities since the mid 1970s, and explore what the future holds for them. Research studies, workshops and panels are offered as a way to improve knowledge about Hmong women as we work toward creating a healthier Hmong American community.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

While the session topics focus on Hmong women, this conference is open to the public. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Xia Vang Yang is currently working as a Project Manager/ Supervisor in the Passenger Interline Accounting Department at American Airlines headquarters in Dallas/Fort Worth. She left Laos at the age of 13 and came to the United States in May 1975.  She managed to continue her education and passed her high school equivalent exams, GED, in 1980 while working part-time with the Public Health Department where she provided services to the Southeast Asian refugee community in Hamilton, Montana. Before settling in Dallas, Texas, she worked in the Investment Department for Pacific Financial Company in California for five years. In 2000, she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in business administration while working full-time at American Airlines and raising three children. 

Choua Thao was one of the first few Hmong women to go to school in Laos. She was trained as a nurse and was recruited to work at the main U.S. hospital at Sam Thong, a few miles from the secret military base at Long Cheng.  She treated wounded soldiers as well as civilians suffering from malaria. Having worked alongside Americans, her life was in danger when the communists took over Laos. In May 1975, she left for Thailand and arrived in the United States in 1976. During the last 30 years, she has worked tirelessly as an advocate for refugees. She is currently a health educator with the Association for the Advancement of Hmong Women in Minneapolis.
Dr. Dia Cha is currently Associate Professor of Anthropology and Ethnic Studies at St. Cloud State University (SCSU), St. Cloud, Minnesota, and is a Research Associate with the Science Museum of Minnesota in St. Paul.  With a great deal of original research to her credit, she has been widely published.  Two of her most well-known books are, Hmong American Concepts of Health, Healing, and Conventional Medicine (2003) and, Dia's Story Cloth: The Hmong People's Journey to Freedom (1996). She left Laos with her family in 1975, after which she lived in the refugee camps of Thailand for four years before emigrating to the United States in 1979.  Here she commenced formal classroom studies in the ninth grade and, four years later, graduated from Abraham Lincoln High School in Denver, Colorado.  Earning the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology in 1989 from Metropolitan State College in Denver, Colorado, she went on to receive her Master of Arts in Applied Anthropology from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona in 1992.  In 2000, she received a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of Colorado in Boulder.  

MN State Senator Mee Moua was first elected to the MN senate in 2002 during a special election. She is serving her second term. Her special legislative concerns include education, housing, economic development and safety. She sits on the finance, transportation, transportation budget division, health and family security, and taxes committees. Senator Moua arrived in Appleton, WI at the age of nine as a refugee. She received a B.A. from Brown University, an MPA from Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Public Affairs-University in Texas, and a JD from the University of Minnesota.

Mao Vang Lee came from a farming family. The “Secret War of Laos” forced her family to relocate several times during the 1960s. Relocation, however, enabled her to have access to education. Being literate allowed her to be hired to recite Hmong folksongs for illiterate singers to memorize. She also gathered news stories to be announced to the Hmong people surrounding the Laos CIA headquarters, Long Cheng. As an employee paid by the U.S., she waited three days to be airlifted out of Laos in May 1975; however, the enormous crowd made it impossible to board the plane with an infant. After attempting to board for three days, she gave up and made the trip to Thailand like the vast majority of Hmong refugees. She arrived in Manchester, Connecticut in 1978 and lived there until 1995 when she relocated to Minnesota. 

PARKING 

Nearest parking locations for the Nolte Center are the Church Street Garage, Washington Ave Ramp, and 4th Street Ramp.
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Friday, September 16

	12:30-1:30pm
	Conference Registration

Location: Nolte Center Lounge



	1:30-2:30pm
	Welcome and Keynote Address

Xia Yang Vang, American Airlines

Location: Bell Museum Auditorium



	2:30-3:30pm


	Session I: Historical/Political Transformations and the Hmong

Mark Pfeifer, “Overview of Recent Scholarship on Premodern Hmong History”

Chia Youyee Vang, “Hmong Migration to the West and the Politics of U.S. Refugee Resettlement Policies”

Location: Bell Museum Auditorium



	3:45-4:30pm
	Concurrent Session II: 

A. Representation/Contemporary Portrayal of Hmong Women
Ma Vang, “Gendered Hmong Transnationalism in The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down”

Kou Vang, “Portraits of Hmong Women”

Anne Cross, “Female Assets and Male Liabilities: Gender Bias in Mass Media Coverage of the Hmong Community in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Area, 1980-2000”

Location: Nolte Chapel

B. Workshop

Julie Keown-Bomar, “Building Educational Resources From The Grassroots: An Interactive Workshop”

Location:  Nolte Center Lounge

C. Workshop 

Houa Vue Moua and Karen Osborne Pope, “Sharing a Life: Houa Vue Moua-Memoirs of an American Woman”

Location: Nolte Library



	4:45-7:00pm
	Informal Networking/Reception

Location: Nolte Center Lounge




Saturday, September 17
	8:30-9:00am
	Registration/Breakfast

Nolte Center Lounge



	9:00-10:00am
	Session III: Hmong Women during the War Years

Choua Thao, “Reflections of a Hmong Nurse during the ‘Secret War of Laos’”

Mao Vang Lee, “Reflections of a Hmong Radio Participant in Long Cheng, 1973-1975”

Location: Bell Museum Auditorium

(Presentations will be in Hmong language. Written essays will be available to non-Hmong speakers)



	10:15-12:00pm
	Concurrent Session IV

A. Paper/Panel: Changing Leadership Roles
Mai Moua "Hmong Women Leadership: A Cross Cultural and Gendered Perspective of Hmong Women’s Leadership in the United States" (paper)

MayKao Hang, Bo Thao, Kazoua Kong-Thao, Mo Chang, Mao Heu Thao, and Ilean Her, “Changing Leadership Roles: Women and the Wat Tham Krabok Resettlement” (Panel)

Location: Nolte Chapel

B. Workshop 

Boua Keo Thao Chang, May Chang (Dongmei Zhang) and Dyane Garvey, “Financial Management: Women Taking Control”

Location: Nolte Library

C. Paper: Overcoming Challenges

Linda Yang, “Struggles of Young Marriage”

Tanya Marie Spilovoy, “Dreams for Our Daughters: Hmong Women’s Descriptions of Generational Changes in Female Gender Roles” 

Kao-Ly Yang, “Where Do Divorced Hmong Women’s Souls Go After Death?: The Impact of Traditional Beliefs in Women’s Lives”

Louisa Schein, “Hmong/Miao Women In China - No Longer Only Farmers”

Location: Bell Museum Auditorium



	12:15-1:15
	Lunch/Speaker

Dr. Dia Cha 

Presentation Location: Nolte Chapel

Boxed Lunch will be provided in the Nolte Center Lounge



	1:30-2:45


	Concurrent Session V

A. Panel: Higher Education Experiences

Krystal Vujongyia, Halee Vang, Srida Moua, Kao-Ly Yang 

Location: Nolte Lounge

B. Paper/Panel: Literary Movement

Mitch P. Ogden, “Moving a Movement: The Literary Activism of Hmong Women’s Literature” (paper)

Mai Neng Moua, May Lee, and Shoua Lee “Hmong Women’s Contributions in Literature”(panel)

Location: Nolte Chapel

C. Panel: Entrepreneurs Across the Generations

Tzong Yang, National Mutual Benefit

Song Lor, Marriage and Counseling Center

Youa Vang, Apex Realty

Location: Nolte Library



	3:00-4:15
	Concurrent Sessions VI

A. Paper/Panel: Political Activism

Taeko Yoshikawa, “From a Refugee Camp to a Political Scene: A Case Study of the First Hmong American State Legislator, Mee Moua” (paper)

Kaozoua Kong-Thao “Sharing Experience: Running for School Board”

Bao Vang, “Sharing Experience: Running for City Council”

Location: Nolte Chapel

B. Workshop
Bo Thao, Pa Der Vang, Ilean Her, Yer Chang and Maykao Hang.  “Women's Dialogues Project: Our Voices Create Our Future"

Location: Nolte Libary

C. Workshop

Mala Thao, D. Mala Thao-Her, Cynthia Yongvang and Kathy Mouacheupao, “Hmong Women’s Giving Circle (Philanthropy)”

Location: Nolte Lounge



	4:15-5:00pm
	Travel to FoodSmart (St. Paul)

Directions: I-94 east to Dale St., go north on Dale; take a right on University Ave. FoodSmart is on your immediate right.



	5:00-8:00pm
	Closing & Banquet at FoodSmart

Speaker: Minnesota Senator Mee Moua


