
Hmong American K-12 Students and the Academic Skills Needed for a College Education: A Review of the Existing Literature 
and Suggestions for Future Research by Christopher T. Vang, Ph.D. Hmong Studies Journal, 2004-05, 5: 1-31.   

Hmong-American K-12 Students and the Academic Skills needed for a College 
Education: A Review of the Existing Literature and Suggestions for Future 

Research  
 

By 
 

Dr. Christopher T. Vang  
Assistant Professor of Education  

California State University, Stanislaus 
 
 

Hmong Studies Journal 
2004-05, Volume 5, 31 Pages  

 
Abstract 

 
This research literature review article examines the factors that affect academic success or failure 
of Hmong-American K-12 students to provide some insights into the academic challenges and 
complexity they still face today in the American educational system. Existing studies indicate that 
many Hmong-American students are academically underprepared for postsecondary studies since 
they are lagging in the academic skills needed for success.  Academic and cultural background 
issues are discussed to help differentiate successful students from less successful students. 

 

Introduction  

This research article was compiled from a research literature review and related academic 

data on Hmong-American students gathered for my doctoral dissertation.  The information was 

used to help me launch a doctoral study on the academic success and/or lack of academic success 

of Hmong-American secondary students in high school.  Not only did the literature review yield 

in-depth details about Hmong-America students in high school, the analysis of various studies 

indicates a range of academic deficiencies Hmong students are confronting in the public schools.  

Some studies identified the factors that differentiate successful Hmong secondary students from 

less successful or unsuccessful Hmong secondary students.  The critical incidences used with the 

research subjects in my doctoral dissertation reveal some of the circumstances of each successful 

high school graduate and each dropout who failed to graduate on time.  It appears that these 

academic successes and/or failures are in many cases related to the socioeconomic situations 

experienced by students.   

 1



Hmong Parents’ Perceptions on Instructional Strategies for Educating their Children with Disabilities by Halee Vang and Manuel T. 
Barrera, Ph.D. Hmong Studies Journal, 2004-05, 5: 1-20.  

• Hmong parents’ perceptions related to the the education of their Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 

(Wathum-Ocama, J. C. & Rose, S., 2002), 

• Hmong perceptions of disability and its implications for vocational rehabilitation (Tatman, 2001), 

• Language and hearing disability issues (Lewis et. al.,1989),  

• Children’s awareness of their differences and the stress associated with it (Jacobs, 1987),  

• Factors leading to the incorrect labeling of Hmong students as disabled (Jacobs, 1991)  

• Immigrant issues in rural areas (Montgomery, 1993)  

• Teacher credentialing (Savelsbergh, 1995)  

• Parents’ perceptions about Minnesota’s graduation tests (Quest, Liu, & Thurlow, 1987)  

• Learning styles and suggestions regarding the psychological climate of learning (Shade, & Robinson, 

1997) 

• Mediation processes for special education delivery disputes for Hmong parents (Consortium for 

Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Special Education (2001)  

• Differences in disability status across fifteen Asian subgroups and how health differences are 

impacted by the duration of time in the U.S. (Cho, Y. & Hummer, R. A., 2001). 

In other terms, research and scholarship on the education of Hmong learners with disabilities has both 

been limited in total number of studies and varied in scope with little focus on specific areas of 

instruction.     

 This limitation compares with similar limitations across the field of education in the area of 

parent involvement in the education of children with disabilities. A review of educational literature 

conducted for this paper yielded only seven articles relating to Asian or Hmong parental involvement. 

Existing papers on this issue included reports and materials on parent involvement (Pecoraro, & 
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Phommasouvanh, 1991; California Department of Education. 1986; Morrow, 1991), understanding Asian 

groups (Huang, G. 1993), and academic performance and classroom behaviors of Hmong students 

(Mueller et al., 1996; Abramson & Lindberg. 1982). In other words, only three papers addressed issues 

pertaining to Hmong parents with disabled children: one focuses on Hmong parents’ and their children 

who are deaf and hard of hearing, and their children’s teachers’ views on education (Wathum-Ocama, 

2002); a second paper consists of a question and answer guide in English and Hmong related to parents 

and students’ rights in the schools (PACER center, 1985); the third is a paper which discusses Hmong 

perceptions of disability and the implications of these perceptions for vocational rehabilitation (Tatman, 

2001).   

The current state of research and scholarship on Hmong parents and their children with 

disabilities seems to indicate that Hmong parents are overlooked as potential contributors to their 

children’s education. Yet, the existing literature on these issues illustrates the potential benefits of 

parental participation including the predictability of parental involvement to improve Hmong students’ 

mathematics achievement (Mueller, et al., 1996). Much of the current scholarship on Hmong parent 

participation has only begun to identify cultural and linguistic issues involving Hmong parent 

involvement (e.g., Morrow, 1991; Huang, 1993). Actual research describing how parent involvement can 

increase learning for Hmong students appears at the very beginning stages. The generalized interest 

(Morrow, 1991), cultural/linguistic challenges (Huang, 1993) and legislative mandate (Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act, 1997) indicates a clear need to include Hmong parents more directly in the 

education of their children with disabilities. Education scholars and practitioners must find ways to 

examine how these parents can share knowledge of their children and the cultural/linguistic needs of their 

community which may be integrated into the educational practices supporting Hmong children with 

disabilities.  

To this end, the purpose of this article is to report how parents were involved in an educational 

research study to examine their views of a structured reading instruction protocol for Hmong children 
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